Stripped of her cognitive defenses and presidential authority,
Naomi Verne, ruler of the American Domain, faces The Court …
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Director’s Notes. “From the daybreak of our consciousness we knew we were in a falling mode,
our spiral was not upward but downward. We knew that, and began the process of reversing the
thing and of saving ourselves. The myth of the redeemer emerged. Surely the forces that brought
us here had the means of saving us and would send us a saviour?” These words are from my
notes for the first play in this trilogy by Dr. Bandler, 59 Minutes in the Maxwell Suite. Powerful
Luton Maxwell, a would-be messiah, faced the “antichrist” called the Coalition of God and knew
he was doomed. He had time before his destruction to create a prototype “patch” into which he
fixed his messianic self. He chose a famous opera star, Naomi Verne, to be “patched” so that his
messianic mission could survive. In the second play of the trilogy, That The Multitude May
Live, Verne emerged from the destruction to succeed her father as powerful President of a great
society, the leader of the Domain of American Nations. Patched into her donor’s mind and
mission, she has the world in her hand. In this, the third of the plays, we meet President Naomi
Verne again, now imprisoned, angry, indignant, facing a trial. She is isolated, unable to face her
accusers. The courtroom ambiguous, an Inquisitor observes and questions her. Tossed from time
warp to time warp, confused, shaken, she is confronted in an Icelandic café by the mysterious
Rashida from the “Empire.” Rashida offers her a terrible bargain. Along with Naomi Verne, we
face the wages of playing the redeemer. And so it was written. End of story? Really? I’m
fascinated by this probing look at civilization’s awfully flawed struggle to make ourselves
matter. TNgM
Playwright’s Notes. In 2010, I watched Tom sweep the awards for Theatre Burlington’s
production of Breaking the Code, whose evolution he let me audit. This immersion into the life
and legacy of mathematician Alan Turing inspired my 59 Minutes in the Maxwell Suite. What
an honor then, when Tom offered to direct it, his first ever Fringe play. Thanks once again, Tom,
now for taking on the third in my trilogy, and thanks to our entire cast and crew for making the
creative process an inspiration and pleasure; and multiple thanks, Brenna, for your dedication to
this trilogy for the past three years. Thanks for coming, everyone. Enjoy the show. JB
Tom Mackan, Director, received the 2007 City of Hamilton Arts Award
for Theatre and dozens of regional and provincial awards for acting and
directing. In 2010 he was named Best Director in the Western Ontario
Drama Festival and Theatre Ontario Festival for Theatre Burlington’s
award-winning production of Breaking the Code. He was honoured in
2013 by Theatre Ontario’s Maggie Bassett Award for Significant
Contribution to Theatre in Ontario. Tom is Editor of an E-Newsletter
circulated among Community Theatre members in the GHA and beyond.
He is currently President of Theatre Burlington.
John Bandler, Playwright, Executive Producer. As well as nine stage
plays, John’s fiction includes a novel and a screenplay about Cyprus’s
1950’s struggle for liberation. He contributed to Theatre Burlington’s
2010 Breaking the Code, and received the Western Ontario Drama
League adjudicator’s special award for (his Greek language) dialect
coaching. He is author and executive producer of Christmas Eve at the
Julibee Motel, 59 Minutes in the Maxwell Suite, and That The
Multitude May Live (which he also directed), seen in previous Hamilton
Fringe Festivals. John’s sci-fi is influenced by Franz Kafka, H.G. Wells,
Arthur C. Clarke, John Wyndham, George Orwell, Isaac Asimov, and J.G. Ballard.

Brenna Rae MacNaughton (Naomi Verne). Born and raised in
Saskatchewan, Brenna won her first on-stage role at the tender age of 6—
and quickly fell in love. She made a lifelong commitment to indie theatre
in all its forms: stage, screen, video, webisode and disembodied voice
from above. You may have seen her on stage with Opera Hamilton,
McMaster Summer Drama Festival, Scaffold Theater Project (outdoor
urban theatre) or Fringing up a storm in Hamilton, Ottawa and London.
Three years ago, John’s sci-fi drama—her favourite genre—59 Minutes
in the Maxwell Suite wowed her, so she was thrilled when he invited her
to play Naomi Verne in his sequel That The Multitude May Live, and then to brainstorm with
him as he developed The Trial of Naomi Verne. Brenna is happy not only to be involved once
again in the Hamilton Fringe Festival, but to return as Naomi Verne. Thanks, John and Tom, and
your cast and crew for this amazing opportunity!
Steve O’Brien (The Inquisitor). Steve has made Hamilton Fringe
appearances in all three plays of the John Bandler sci-fi trilogy, including
59 Minutes in the Maxwell Suite and That the Multitude May Live.
Recent credits include A Man for All Seasons (Theatre Aquarius—
Hamilton Lawyers Show), Twelve Angry Men (Players Guild), Macbeth
(Classical Theatre Company), Mexico City (Staircase Theatre) and
Yankee Tavern (Players Guild). He is grateful to John and Tom for
giving him a chance at the third installment of this futuristic saga.
Andrea Adcock (Valdis/Rashida). Andrea is pleased to be a part of the
Fringe Festival once again, after having performed as Jane in Jane’s
Thumb in last year’s Fringe Festival. Other favourite past productions
include: Hemingway and His Women (DLT), The Glass Menagerie
(Black Box Fire), Time and the Conways (DLT), and Animal Farm
(VT). Andrea feels very fortunate to be playing with such a talented cast
and wonderful crew and is grateful to both Tom and John for the
opportunity to play a character unlike any other she has ever
encountered. Enjoy the show!
Genevieve Jack (Tamina Maxwell). Genevieve hails from
Peterborough, Ontario. She has appeared on such TV shows as Ghostly
Encounters and MuchMusic, and starred in short films, including The
Day After Call and The Key Losers. Trained in jazz, tap and ballet, she
danced in stage productions of Crazy for You and La Cage Aux Folles,
and choreographed the dance routine in the Two Snakes Productions
debut of Paul & Marie, as well as playing the
title role. She appeared in Roberto Angelini’s
Cold Case at the 2013 Hamilton Fringe Festival.
Genevieve is thrilled to be Tamina Maxwell. Thanks, John and Tom, for
making it such an incredible journey.
Beth Bandler, Producer. Beth is a long time theatre lover. She has been
involved in community theatre since 2010, starting in publicity and
marketing. This is her third time producing one of John’s plays at the
Hamilton Fringe Festival. Thanks for the fun!

Valerie VanLandschoot, Technical Director/Stage Manager. Valerie
graduated from the York University Theatre program and has spent many
years working around the Toronto and Hamilton theatre scenes. Recent
stage managing credits include How Could You Mrs. Dick (DLT) and
Mexico City and The Russian Play (Staircase Theatre). She also stage
managed John’s prequel That The Multitude May Live at the 2012 Fringe
Festival. And Valerie is also proud that this is her second festival as
president of the board of directors for the Hamilton Fringe Festival; it has
developed into one of her favourite weeks of the year.
David Harris Smith, Virtual Reality Consultant, is Assistant Professor in the Department of
Communication Studies and Multimedia at McMaster University. He is an artist and researcher in
interactive new media, including virtual worlds and mixed reality environments.
Peter Jonasson, Sound Designer, is a lab supervisor at McMaster University. He was a broadcast
engineer for over 25 years, supporting productions from Tiny Talent Time to the Olympic Games.
He is active in community theatre and the improv scene, contributing on many levels.
Special Thanks: James Ankers, Gregory Atkinson, Carl Ballstadt, Valerie Burke, Claire Calnan,
Qingsha Cheng, Sybil Cohos, Janet Delsey, J.R. Hewson, Steven Jacklin, Dominik Kaukinen,
Chuck Learn, Peter Malysewich, Janet Myers, Matt Szpirglas, Denyse Terry, John Vlachopoulos,
Teresa DiFalco, The Hamiltonian, John Harris, IEEE Hamilton Section, Linda Rourke, Kate Lane,
Hamilton’s Cable 14 TV, Jessica Clarke, Samantha Henry, TVCogeco Burlington/Oakville, Tyler
Welch, CFMU, Lisa Cimini, McMaster Office of Public Relations, La Rouge Consignment
(Dundas), Gary Smith, The Hamilton Spectator.
The Trial of Naomi Verne is sponsored by Theatre Burlington.
Outstanding recent productions include Breaking the Code, The
Imaginary Invalid and The Diary of Anne Frank. 2014-2015
offers The Handyman by Ronald Harwood.
www.theatreburlington.on.ca

www.coloursesthetics.com

www.hamiltonfringe.ca

www.albertsnow.ca

www.copydog.ca

University Plaza, Dundas

www.bandler.com

Promo image design and processing—David Harris Smith
Photography, program and web design—John Bandler

